
Structuring Your Business to
Maximize Profits and Reduce Liability	
	 Patents should be considered in the context of larger business decisions and not as “ends unto 	

themselves.” Some prudent questions before getting a patent include: “Is the market big enough to justify 

the cost of obtaining a patent?” “Can the product be easily ‘designed around’?” “Is the product life cycle 

long enough to make a limited patent monopoly useful?” Sometimes it may be best to introduce the 	

product, ride the fad, and get out when the fad ends in two (or more) years. Mr. Berggren has created a 

flow chart listing critical decision points that show when patents are prudent business decisions—view it at	

 www.berggrenlaw.com.

	 Having a proper business structure is important to minimize your exposure to lawsuits—from others, 

or even your ex-partners. Creating a sole proprietorship, or partnership, doesn’t require any paperwork: 

only an offer of product in the name of the company, or the intention to share profits between two or more 

persons. This makes them the easiest business relationships to get into and consequently the hardest to 

get out of. However, everything you and your spouse have is “on the table” if you, or your partner, are sued. 

And without clear upfront parameters, lawsuits are often used to determine how much a leaving partner 

is paid. These issues are minimized with the formation of other business entities such as a limited liability 

company (LLC) or corporation (Inc), and proactively addressed with properly drafted Buy-Sell Agreements. 

	 Bill Berggren not only has the legal knowledge to draft all appropriate documents to minimize your 

exposure to lawsuits; he also has the business background to help you make a judicious selection of 

business type(s). 

Harnessing All  
Aspects of Excellence— 

Education,  
Experience,  

Entrepreneurship

 Unless your company is large enough to have 

a marketing or R&D department that evaluates new 

ideas, there are three aspects of excellence that 

should be taken into consideration when you are 

choosing a patent attorney to successfully protect 

your “million-dollar idea.” These are:

Patent Pending…
	 You’ve got a brand-new product or service idea, one that you 

can build a successful business around. But there’s still the million-

dollar, make-or-break question—can you patent it?

	 Most professionals are aware that you need a lawyer to 

successfully protect your idea; however, they’re not always sure why. 

Top-of-mind thinking suggests that you need to have the paperwork 

filled out properly because patenting an idea is a very precise 

process—and that’s true, it is! 

	 Paperwork is only a starting point, though. The hallmark of a 

successful patenting process is ongoing interaction with a qualified, 

helpful attorney. There needs to be a deep understanding of the 

invention and what it is designed to do, as in: What problem(s) does it 

solve? As a result, the attorney’s focus needs to be firmly on “process” 

and not just on “precisely” filling out the paperwork. Precisely filling out 

paperwork results in a “generic” patent — it captures the ice cream 

but not the cone! Berggren Law delivers “exceptional” patents.

Successful Patenting Is an  
Involved Process
	 In law school, students are taught to precisely fill out paperwork, 	

which is a prerequisite for becoming a patent attorney. However, 

powerfully protecting an idea in today’s fast-moving business 

marketplace goes far beyond filling out “paperwork.” It’s about deeply 

understanding how business works, so you end up with an invention 

that can actually be protected. Otherwise, patenting your invention 

could become an expensive exercise in futility or a treasure map for 

others, who later follow your lead—and capitalize on your idea!

	 Of course, there’s no such thing as a perfect patent lawyer.  

But if there were, it would be someone who deeply understands 

the patenting process from every angle—and that’s William 

Berggren of Berggren Law Offices.
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You’ve Got a Million-Dollar Idea,  
But Can You Protect It? 

Protecting your uniquenessTM



“I could never have done on my 

own what Berggren Law  Offices 

helped me accomplish.”

	 Chad J. Greenquist  

	 Premier Account Manager 

	 HP Digital Publishing Solutions

“William Berggren immediately  

understood the concept of our 

invention and tirelessly worked 

with us to ensure we produced a 

successful product.”  

	 Heidi Gaston, Houston, TX

	 Thomas  Ohman, Sugar Land, TX

	 Jean-Michel Gaston, Houston, TX

“I had a great experience with  

him [William Berggren] as he made  

everything easy to understand... 

The actual patent was very  

thorough and his understanding 

of what our product is and how it 

worked was remarkable.”

	 Jason Doolittle  

	 Pro Design Team, LLC

	 Minneapolis, MN

Protecting Your  
Intellectual Property 
	 At Berggren Law Offices, all aspects of your 

creations are taken into consideration. Mr. Berggren 

deeply understands the importance of protecting 

what makes your enterprise unique. Bill can help you 

successfully obtain:

Trademarks – designed to protect the goodwill 

associated with a name or phrase and stop others 	

from using it in a confusingly similar manner. 

Copyrights – used to protect creative expression 	

from others who knowingly copy.

Non-Disclosure Agreements – developed to preserve 

patent rights in the face of public disclosure and 

designed to protect all other business secrets from 

being illegally disclosed by others to third parties.

Assignment or Licensing Agreements – drafted to 

create an ongoing source of income from separate 

parties interested in making, selling, or using your 

patented, trademarked or copyrighted property. 

Did you know?…

If you ask a friend what 

s/he is willing to pay for 

your invention, you  

may have started an  

“on sale” clock that  

requires you to file a  

patent application 

within twelve months or 

be barred from doing so.

	

When you 

share your new idea, 

another clock begins! 

This means that you 

have only one year 

from this “start time” 

to file a patent  

application on your 

new product or  

service idea. 

Experience
	 Originally educated as an engineer, 	

Bill Berggren has spent almost twenty years 

developing products and processes from initial 

laboratory, to pilot plant, to final production. 

As a result, he intuitively and intellectually 

understands what it takes to bring a product 	

or service to market. During ten years of 

managing 3M’s process research patent 

portfolio, Mr. Berggren learned firsthand how 

to craft suitable claims—ones that were not 

only commercially valuable, but could actually 

be protected. He succeeded by working 

directly with inventors to deeply understand 

how their invention(s) differed from related 

products so that he could identify valuable, 

policeable inventions in the early stages of 

development. Of equal importance are his 

personal experience as co-inventor on six U.S. 

patents and the expertise he has demonstrated 

by publishing on the topic of intellectual 

property and business.   

The value of a  

new product idea is 

determined by how big a 

“sandbox” you can place 

around it. This is  

established to keep others 

from “designing around” 

your invention. If your 

sandbox isn’t  big enough, 

your idea may not  

be commercially  

valuable enough to patent.

Entrepreneurship
	 As a registered lawyer in Minnesota (2002), Florida (2003) 

and Wisconsin (2004), Mr. Berggren can legally set up business 

structures and associated contracts in multiple states that will 

further facilitate your “million-dollar idea.” He knows how to 

proactively protect your resources by creating liability shields to 

insulate each income stream and minimize exposure to lawsuits. 

His detailed understanding of the risks and choices inherent in 

bringing any new product or service to market allows him to give 

you clear choices concerning the best business structure for your 

new endeavor. He takes into consideration production—whether 

you intend to make and sell your invention yourself, or license it 

to someone else. Mr. Berggren deeply understands that patent 

protection is a powerful starting point, but not the end point in 

successfully bringing your product or service to market.

Ask yourself this...

What’s the perfect match for your  
“million-dollar idea”?  

	 William Berggren, of Berggren Law Offices, delivers 

all three aspects of excellence when it comes to successfully 

patenting your product, or powerfully protecting your intellectual 

property. This is because Bill Berggren is:

	 • � �An educated practitioner with twenty years’ experience 

as an engineer, a formal law degree, and patent drafting 

experience with a patent-wise multinational corporation

	 •  �A hands-on owner of six patents

	 • �  �A trained facilitator and corporate manager of patents 

and patenting processes

Education
	 Bill Berggren has the formal degrees that prove his 

capability. With a master’s in chemical engineering 	

from Cornell and a law degree from William 	

Mitchell, Bill has acquired high standards for 	

accountability and professionalism that dictate that 

he work with accuracy, integrity, and the most current 

information in order to serve you, his valued client, BEST! 

These standards have been reinforced by the “real-life” 

education of facilitating the patenting process from 

multiple angles. While at 3M (an incredibly patent-savvy 

company), Bill was a named inventor on six U.S. patents. 

This hands-on education was furthered when he managed 

3M’s patent portfolio in the Process R&D Laboratory for 

almost ten years. He learned from others how to create 

commercially viable patents and obtained a license to 

practice before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 

As an Intellectual Property Attorney (since 3M), Bill has 

become even more experienced in acquiring commercially 

valuable intellectual property by:	

	 • �Drafting and prosecution of appeals and 	

 additional patents, 

	 • ��Obtaining federal trademarks, 

	 • �Drafting licensing agreements, 

	 • �Performing validity studies, and

	 • �Setting up companies. 

Protecting your uniquenessTM


